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By JoAnn Boss, SF®@ Formation Team member |
Are we notall formators?s notthe whole fraternity responsibler
shaping t he c anSdaular&raneiscan Way oéLwePhe f  t
material being prepared fdre 2010 district gatheringsm®t just for each
formation minister and hisler assistastbut also for the wholedternity.
Considerthearticlethoughtfullywritten in ourSFOconstitution:

COUNCIL OF THE
SECULAR FRANCISCAN
ORDER

fiMindful that the Holy Spirit is the principal agent of formation and always attent
collaboration with Him, those responsible for formation are: thbeamdie ftaternitythe council with the minister, the
master of f or ma Consttution Artitlel37 t Title !l Eatranseiin® theaQnrder.add Formation
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In 2009,the La Verna Region formation team presented the Orientation and Inquiry phases of initial Secular

Franciscan formation at eafisconsin district gatherindgn 2010,theteam hagreparednaterialon
discernment, formation and transformation in the Gdexdi phase. NAFRA recommendations will be
presented along with available resources, lesson plans and experiential ekestiptisre reflection,
contemplatiorand a service projecEr. Lester BachiKen Beattie andregional district ounselors will be
invited to add further insight for Candidacy formation and fraternal involvement.

Along with La Verna Region formation members Carol BekkersliaRedl, andJean Platz, the team is
happy to have Lee Ann Naahrjoin us. Lee Ann, a member Queen & UniverseFraternityin Woodruff,

WI, has beeltracing the Beatitudes to the Admonitions of Francis to Vatican Il documents to the Pope's
encyclicalDeus Caritas Est She hasound some wonderful resources for discussa fer goal is to

have a gospéb life educational component in one of our breakout sessions.

Please mark yout010calendamnd plarto attendhedistrict gatheringn your area Page 12 bthe
LaVerna Vision newslettdras outlined the meeting date and locations.

La Verna Region Fraternal and Francisc an Christmas News

Two Local fraternities celebrate their
Advent and Christmas spirit

On December 175t. Clare Fraternity in Milwaukeewill celebrate the Feast of Christmas
reading ofThe Cribi The GreccidStoryby Fr.John Sullivan OFM, followed by a quiet time ¢
for reflection. A nanger scene Wibe displayed, and Christmaarols will be played softly
throughout the program. A brunch will immediately follow. Among the goodies will be a .~
birthday cake honorinthe Infant JesugKathy KaczynsBt, Clareouncisecretary 7

Over the yearsloly Innocents Fraternity in Manitowochas donated a share of its money tg
the Brother Regis $aatorian Warehouse located in New Holstein, Wie Christmas ,
donation goes tthe Salvatoirans brothers to help with their mission work, primarily in 3
Tanzania. Missionaries send lettersieBrother Regis Warehouse requesting sStetmsas |
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, and other reedatanceThefraternity-donated |
money will continue to help the Mission Warehouse mail out sanitary supplies to over 2048
underdevelopedations. Margaret Senzig, Holy Innocents Fraternity minister
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La Verna Reqgion Executive Council and Formation Team

Minister

Ken Beattie, SFO
Portiuncula i Franklin

512 Pioneer Road
Sheboygan, WI 53081-8705
(414) 380-3850
beatiesfo@aol.com

Vice-Minister

Jim Carlson, SFO

St. Paschal Baylon i Wind Lake
236 Elizabeth St.

Whitewater, WI 53190

(262) 473-3130
James.Carlson@wicourts.gov

Treasurer

Peter Bekkers, SFO
St. Joseph - Appleton
W6855 St .
Greenville, WI 54942
(920) 757-9027
taxmannatp@new.rr.com

Secretary
Kathy Sutliff, SFO

St. John Neumann i Rhinelander
1015 Thayer St.

Rhinelander, WI 54501

(715) 369-3367
ksut517@charter.net

Spiritual Assistant
Lester Bach, OFM Cap
4123 Monona Dr.
Madison, WI 53716
(608) 222-6238
Ibofmcap@aol.com

Councilor i Central

Patricia D Yates, SFO

St. John Neumann i Rhinelander
420 Michigan St #4

Eagle River, Wl 54521

(715) 479-4631
Patricia811@excite.com

Maryods Dr.

Councilori UP & Fox Valley

Bob Henning, SFO

St. Ant honyibMarqletteat er ni t y
210 Thunderchief St.

Gwinn, Ml 49841

(906) 346-6727

bmjhsfo@aol.com

Councilor i UP and Fox Valley
Jeanne M Thill, SFO

St. Francis i Escanaba

4179 Il Road

Garden, Ml 49835

(906) 644-2382
athill@uplogon.com

Councilor - Southeast
Rodney Knier, SFO

Holy Innocents i Manitowoc
24228 Fish & Game Rd.
Kiel, W1 53042

(920) 946-9029
rodvalknier@verizon.net

Formation Team
Jean Platz, SFO

4818 Apple Dr.
Rhinelander, W1 54501
(715)362-6562
japsfo@frontiernet.net

Carol Bekkers, SFO

St. Joseph i Appleton

W6855 St . Maryés Dr .
Greenville, WI 54942

(920) 757-9027

cibekkers@new.rr.com

Pauline Riedl, SFO

St. James i Wausau

628 Y2 Augusta Ave.
Wausau, WI 54403

(715) 842-8263
pauline1945@netzero.net

Joann Boss, SFO

St. Paschal Baylon i Wind Lake
W222 N8172 Plainview Pkwy
Sussex, W1 53089 (262) 250-9251
ed-joann@execpc.com

The LaVerna Region of the Secular Franciscan Order in the USA consists of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. The area
is divided into four districts: Southeast, Central, Fox Valley and Upper Mitiigan. La Verna Visionis a vehicle of
communication with the LaVerna Region. It presents a forum for presenting information and insights that relate to the
SFO Way of Life. Permission to copy materials printed irLaVerna Visionis freely given except wkre the copyright is
specifically reserved to the author or artist. Please credltaVerna Visionif you copy any of the articles.

The La Verna Visionnewsletter is published three times a year. Deadline for submitting articles are as followgaring
issued March 1 summer issu@ July 1 and winter issu&® November 1
La Verna Visioneditord Ed Boss,ed-joann@execpc.com (262) 259251.
Original logo on page one was designed by Mujana Darian, SFO
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INCARNATION

Francis learned of God's love for us in the birth
of Jesus. Love moved the Trinity to send the Son,
Jesus, to come among us in his humanity. Not
assuming a regal manner or dress or authority,
God's presence came in the ordinary ways of
human birth. Francis saw the humility of God and
was amazed. It became part of Francis' desire to
be a "little one™ among people. The humility and
poverty of the Incarnation was a model for Francis'
spirit. Without God, Francis could do nothing.
With God all things are possible.

Over 800 years later that possibility continues to
show itself in the Franciscan family. Secular
Franciscans are blessed with the 1978 Rule which
prompts us to bring the spirit of Francis into the
Church and the World. Through us the Franciscan
spirit of reverence and respect and wonder is
brought to the people in our lives. It all begins
with the Incarnation, the visible expression of
God's love for us.

We need to grasp both the spirit of the SFO Rule
and to make it evident to others. Thus they get a
glimpse of what the Kingdom of God looks kike.
Our response to the Incarnation is our passionate
desire to live the SFO Rule with faithfulness and
compassion and dignity and respect and forgive-
ness and reconciliation and joy and hope and
courtesy - a few among the many qualities of the
Gospel.

May each of us learn to love with the passion of
Jesus' love for all people. May nothing we say,
do, or desire, separate us from one another. Help
us, Jesus, and thank you for coming among us and
being with us.

STATISTICS

and their message

There are 110 countries in which the SFO exists.
There are 65 national fraternitics with about 42
emerging national fraternities. There are about
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Reﬂections

Lester Bach OFM Cap - Regional Spiritual Assistant.

400,000 secular Franciscans throughout the world.

In the USA there are 674 fraternities in 2009,
down from 718 last year. There are about 14,722
professed members, a decline of 1,089 from last
year. There are 1,245 candidates with a slight
increase of 37 over last year. There are 898
inquirers, an increase of 48 over last year. There
are 44 emerging fraternities, an increase of 7 over
last year and newly forming groups number 36,
an increase of 3 over last year.

There are 519 spiritual assistants for the 674
fraternities. That means that 155 fraternities have
no spiritual assistant. There are 70 SFO members
being trained as spiritual assistants - about 10 less
than last year.

All in all, the statisitics offer a less than exciting
picture about the SFO in the USA. In our own
region we have gone from 33 fraternities several
years ago to about 18-19 at the present time.

A few signs that a fraternity is dying

1. Inability to elect a new council without the same
people running again and again.

2. Fraternities who have more devotional elements
than ongoing formation.

3. Fraternities whose members are growing older with
no newcomers entering,

4. Fraternities lacking a solid initial and ongoing
formation program, with only minor growth in
knowledge of the SFO way of life.

5. Fraternities who rarely participate in regional
activities.

6. Fraternities who do nothing to gain new members.

7. Fraternities whose gatherings are not attractive and
tend to be exactly the same every month.

8. Fraternities who ignore regional, national and

international sharings.

9. Fraternities who are closed to change or to learning
fresh ways of living the SFO Rule.

This information should move us to develop

healthy ways of dealing with these issues locally
and regionally. The SFO is our way of life!
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Thoughts from my corner of the Region
By Ken Beattie, SFO Regional Minister

Praise the LORD, O my sowd|l my inmost being,
praise his holy name.

Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget all his
benefits.

Who satisfies youdesires with good things so that
your youth is renewed |

How often do we read and pray the psalms? Do w
think about what weead and eally pray from our
heartor do we simplyrecite words?

As David saidin the psalm above we give praise

to our Lord with our whole body, mind, and soul.
Our heart gives praise. While we are searching ou
heart, do we recathe blessings given us? Do our
given desires, our wants, our requests feel the
warmthofGod 6s | ove? Sur el
thankful for é or do
Our American ancestors set aside a special day of
gratitudé a day of thank® to praise God for what
they had abundantly received. People all over the
world look at America and its rich culeifor hope,
fine things, a better life. But are we making the

mistake of showing thanks for material possessions

and not looking at how our Lord has blessed us?

It is my belief that we should praise the Lord and b
thankful for the freedom to pray, tifreedom to
express ourselves in a way that comes from our
heart.

THE FRANCISCAN WAY
How may we as Franciscans show our respect?
How do we support those who lack the basic
needful things to live a humane and just lifestyle? |
think these answers are weittin Rules 14 16.

SFO Rule 14:

Secular Franciscans, together with all people of
good will are called to build a more fraternal and
evangelical world so that the kingdom of God may
be brought about more effectivelylindful that
anyone who follows Chttisthe perfect man,

D

we :

U

becomes more of a man himself, let them exercise

their responsibilities competently in Christian spirit

of service.

People of good faith are called to walk with each
other on that journey toward our eternal home. W
walk and learn from each other, and we teach what
our Good Lord has given us. We share in giving
thanks onto the Lord.

SFO Rule 15:

ke the eagl e ¢é

Let them individually and collectively be in the
forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of
their human lives and their courageous initiatives.
Especially in the field of public life, they should
make definite choices in harmony with their faith.

This is whereSecular Franciscarsse called to act
out the gospels in promotingstice among those
who do not have the needed things to live: A full
life created by the Lord for their enjoyment. We a
olled tobaing éhe igeals af the gespets énto our
communities and tell what is right and just for eac
other. Are we doing this in every way we can?

SFO Rule 16:

Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a
sharing in the creation, redemption, and service o
the human community.

There are people who d
work. For some it is the lack of jobs, for others it i
a lack of education to sustain a job. And then ther
are those who canét wo

As Franciscans how do we contribute to all aspec
of work and the lack of work? How do we bring
about a just and fair society so that all people of
good faith can care and work for themselves?

|l 6m writing this artic
wonder what it would be like if all people were abl
to sit downat their tables and give thanks for
family, food, work, and health.

Pax et Bonum,
Ken, - your servant minister
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Recycle a Computer (and help Goodwill Industries programs
for the disabled and disadvantaged at the same time)

If recycling electronics such as computersush a good thing (which it ighen why is
it so hard to find placeshich will take old computers for recycling?

Judy Stouffer, SFO  that recycles all brands of oldroputers and computer equipmé@rdbsolutely free!
The donatd computer equipment is responsibly recycled through Dell's Asset Recovery Services. Dell's

"RECONNECT" is a new partnership between Goodwill Industries and Dell Computers

authorized product recovery partner remarkets the recycled materials, such as plastics, glass and metals, ins

of them justbeingdumped into a landfill. And #hproceeds support the mission of Goodwill Industries.

RECONNECT accepts any brand of computer equipment in any conditio from consumers and recycles
them (at no charge). They also accept just about anything that can be attached to a computer. Goodwill
Industrieshopes to offer this program in all of their locations nationwide, but for right now it's only availab
some states and in some locations.

As of November 2009, the following Goodwill locations in Wisconsin and upper Michigan
are participatig in theRECONNECTprogram:

Location Phone Number

Beaver Dam, WI 9208853109

Fond du Lac, WI 9209235246 .
Marinette, WI 7157324004 —
Portage, WI 6087450907

Sheboygan, WI 9204598600

West Bend, WI 262-3352053 m

Escanaba, Ml 906-786:5001 =
Iron Mountain, M 906 7744402 &‘

Houghton, Ml 906-482-3680

More locations ayaduallipeing added. A nationwide directory of which Goodwill stores are participating in
RECONNECprogram andcéin be checked on the interrtgt@t/reconnectpenship.com/locations.php

Judy Stouffer, SFO (copyright © Judy Stouffer; all rights reserve

THE LA Verna Vision s GOING GREEN

ThelLa Verna Visiomwill begin anewprocess of distributingewsletters to members. In 2010, the newslette
will be U.S.postage mailed, as usual, but it will also be emailed to readers. If you do not have access to
computer, them fraternitymembemwho haseceivel the electronicVisionwill print copies. (Th&/isioncan be
downloaded from the La Verna Region websit®#g ask readers to voice their opinion on this matter, but firs
please give it a trial run for a limited time. From our first poll taken about whether to receivae \leena
Visionnewsletter via email dd.S. postage, the opinions ran-50.

We ask mmbers to sentheir decision on how they wish to receive the La Verna Vision. Pileader tell
your opinions to youfraternity minister or email the editor attjoann@execpc.com
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44 Don Ryder, SFO received thé\ational PeaceAward

' from the Secular Franciscan Order during its annual Chapter helc
Oct. 2025 in Albugquerque, NM. He was presented the award for
work with the Kenya WatdProject Archbishop Michael J. Sheena
of SantaFe presente®on thePeace Awrd for 2009.The award
comes with a St. Francis trophy and a $2,000 prize.

Ryder, a member of St. James Fraternity in Wausau,

co-leads the water project with Romey Wagner, also of Wausau.
They raisd funds and coordinatithe digging of wells to provide
clean, fresh water for Maasai tribes in Kenya. Ryder said he was
humbled by the honor, bdeeprecognitionreally belonged to
everyone involved in the project. The first well, he said, cost $65,
They had to dig down 400 feet to find fresh water. Redidy a
diesel engine, the well is now providing clean water for between
4,000 and 5,000 Maasai and 100,000 head of cattle, he said. A second well was dug and went on line this month,
by a huge windmill, he said. It cost about $45,000. The waltéady providing running water for a school, and they ar
the process of laying pipe to a dispensary. "Our hope is that once the dispensary has running water, it will be upg
hospital," Ryder said.

Thefol | owi ng i s a sawartlatceppaoce apéechn of Donds

il accept this on behalf of the many peopl e [|Indlinethew
w a y.s\Weare Eucharistic people; welessduywe are broken, and we are-givero another. We are all good! As
Franciscans, we are people daiherhat means we are peophedflystit®ody of Christ and are all We are connected.
When one of us suffers, we all suffer. Toge#irecelebrate the ordinariness of our lives.

Ryder and his wife, Yvonne, have a long history of working with the poomeamginalize Before moving to Wisconsin,
they volunteered at a California operation that ran a soup kitchen, temporary shelter and clinics. Then in Wisconsi
volunteered with church groups that visited Jamaica to help with construction projects and foothargl Ghile in
Jamaica, Ryder met a missionary priest from Kenya, who suggested that he might want to visit his home country.
to volunteering to help build a church and repair homes in Kenya, working with the Catholic diocese. While there I
the opportunity to visit a Maasai village. Several months after returning to the United States, Ryder received an er
from the Vatican describing the worsening drought. He emailed a contact in Kenya, who confirmed that the Maase
particularly hard h.

The thought kept coming to him that he should do something, he said, but he would dismiss it, thinking, who am I,
can | do? Finally, after praying about it for several days, he opened the Bible and his finger fell to a passage il the
of Matthew, where Jesus says, "l was thirsty and you gave me drink."

"Okay, God, I'll see what | can do, but I'm putting it in your hands," he recalled saying. "This is your project. | axpe
to open the doors."

He told his parish priest at St. Ann€bkurch about it, who said the parish would help. He told Secular Franciscans, &
they jumped on board. His 4eader, Romey Wagner, stepped up. Soon they were getting speaking engagements t
schools, churches, Rotary Clubs. A young couple donated $Z6060l children collected coins. Donations started
pouring in from coast to coast, he said.

And the future? "As my cteader likes to say, we'll always be digging a new wellé' added that anyone interested in
donating to the Kenyan water project maysb through the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin
(www.cfoncw.org)D o n R yfaternipadso maintains a fund for the project.

PreviousSFONational Peace Award rigiients included, among othetke Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. arglessed

Mother Teresa of Calcutta
Portions of this article were obtained from the St. James Fratemitgietter November December 200@dition andthe CNN news report, November 9, 2009.

6

i

S

—

000.

pow:
ein
adec

n, the
That
e ha
nail

i wer

wha
Gos

ct yo

nd

A=




Book ReportBsy Eddie Multhauf, SFO

sStrength in What Remst A Journey of Remembrance and Forgiveness
By Tracy Kidder Published byRandom House/ New York, 3@&ages.

hisbooki s Ahot off the press, o0 copyright 2009 and

systemwgr atfiyd3atieai 8 t he pr o tinghgsovell iwsttenfirst-pensanmarrative

biography adventure storgind historical workPulitzer Prize winnefracyKidder covers Deogratias
escape and journey frothe currentivil war, political upheavahnd ethnio/iolence in BurundiRwanda and
Darfur. Deogratias (Deo) is gifted with a strong will to survive the odds of beating death; he has determinatiol
second chances, and unlimited love of his country and native Burundi people.

Deotravels by planéo Americaseeking a better life in New York City. Hpeaksio English, has no socjal
and nobusiness contagtand only two hundred dollars in his pocket. Homeless, living in Central Park, and
learning English by reading dictionaries in bookstores, he meetsestsamigo will transfer his intelledte
meets Sharon McKenna, anewn, who helps him find medical care and then connects himhertfriends.
The friendsbecomeD e ob&rsefactor. He later earns an undergraddeggee at Columbia University agdes
onto medical school. His biggest lesson and battle is learning how to spiriigal himself and forgive
others.

The author weaves a narrative study of someonetmhsformghe horrors of ethic genocid&racy Kidder
tells about theéndignities thatDeo endures when people treat him as stupid meredglse he does not speak
English.AStrength in What Remaia®ecoms atelling success storfor all to enjoyandpromote in their own
lives
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Our Cave
By Ellen Jennings, SFO

Come awayfrom all, to linger there;
Dark dwelling, inside a light to appear.
Turmoil to cease peace to abide;
One thought alone growing inside
God in our cave.

Prayer and praise anew in the heart;
Soft and serene not living apart,
But together creating abrand new light;
Just beginning again not too bright -
God in our cave.

The cave of our soul empty to fill
With love, compassion, strength in the still
Of seeing our soul reach the top of the hil

God in our cave

Ellen Jennings is a membdrRortiuncula Fraternity in Franklin, WI
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