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Minlsters Views:

Greetings to each of you. I pray you were able to enjoy this past summer and now the beautiful colors of fall.
It’s like looking at a great masterpiece: the green of summer but more so the colors of the fall change. God is
good in giving us such beauty.

Having just returned from the National Fraternity Chapter, I am so excited with all that has occurred throughout
the US with our fellow Franciscans. There are so many great things that have occurred but also a great many
things that will be coming up next year. I would like to spend a little time telling you about them — but I feel
there is something most vital to our survival as a Franciscan Family here in La Verna that first needs your
attention.

As you most likely know, many of our fraternities have had elections this past year and pray for your
cooperation with the new council members. It is good to hear from our council members about the activity that
took place with each fraternity. There are so many things that each of us can and should do for the life of our
local family of Franciscans.

As Region Fraternity, each of us is called to action by doing our part. Each of us has a responsibility to their
local fraternity, Regional Fraternity, as well as the National and so on. We are called to serve each other in the
way that our Lord Jesus Christ called the Apostles and the first Christians into to service to the Church.

So many times we will hear ourselves say — not me, I don’t know enough, not me -- I don’t have the time, not
me -- | did my part, and so on and on it is said. Do we really stop and listen to the Holy Spirit calling us? What
is our response to that call? How are we doing our part as members of the Family? The need is now and we are
to respond in action now!

Service is our way of life — there are many ways this service can be carried out. Look around and see — how
do others respond to this call? We should remember all those who have inspired us from the past — so many
of them we recognize as leaders, saints, great people in our Franciscan Order as well as our Catholic Church;
they all have lives of service to each other in their community.

We too can and should do our part in service to each other. This coming year is our year for elections to
Regional Council. Are you being called to serve? Do we see members in our local fraternities who can serve
on the Regional Council? Do we take the step and ask them to serve? Do we give them the support needed to
serve? Do we respond to the call to serve by saying yes?

Place ourselves in the Grace of the Holy Spirit and He will guide us. Do we each take the time to pray and
respond to this call from the Holy Spirit? Do we place our trust that He will come to our aid whenever we need
it?

Mary Jane Henning is serving as the chairperson for the LaVerna region nominations committees. When a call
comes from Mary Jane requesting your service on the next regional council, how will you respond? Yes, I
would be honored to serve!

As we pray for you, please remember in your daily prayers those who are able and willing to serve our Region
at our Chapter of Elections in June 2008.

Peace and ALl Good,
Ken Beattie 7
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REPEAT
If secular Franciscans put their Franciscan lives
in second or third or fourth place in their lives,
our Franciscan Order is in jeopardy. We cannot
continue with half-hearted commitments. Pro-
Jession in the SFO requires that the SFO is the
primary choice in the lives of Secular
Franciscans. Though there may be times when this
does not apply - it remains a primary commitment.
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COMMENT: Franciscans choose SFO commit-
ments in preference to other commitments. We
are NOT just another parish organization nor a
once-a-month commitment. Profession calls us to
service of the SFO, the Church and the world for
each day of our lives. The SFO Rule points out
ways in which we serve the Church and the world.

Total commitment is what we are about.
Indifference, ignorance of the Rule and
Constitutions, laziness, or easy excuses are NOT
acceptable reasons for a lack of faithfulness to the
SFO way of life embraced at profession.

Of course there are times when attending gather-
ings will be difficult or impossible. Absence then
makes sense. No one expects the impossible. But
Franciscans are to bring Francis' spirit to the
Church and the world. We continually deepen our
commitment. We bring our gifts, ideas, time,
financial resources, and prayerfulness to contrib-
ute to fraternity life. Recognizing the call to
conversion (Rule #7) makes it obvious that we
readily offer one another the help, support and
sharing that will keep us faithful to our profession.

Every secular Franciscan, even those who are
legitmately excused from gatherings, contribute
what they can to fraternity life. Shut-ins, those
with chronic illness, those living in nursing homes
and others may be unable to attend gatherings. As
they are able, the SFO depends on their prayer,
their interest, their readiness to respond and their
contributions both personal and financial.

Local councils take special care of excused
members. Local councils take special care of
newly professed members. The fraternity has the

duty to give special attention to the formation of
the newly professed ... to help them become fully
mature in their vocation and develop a true sense
of belonging. (Constitutions - Article 44.2) Local
councils make special efforts to create informa-
tive, helpful and prayerful regular gatherings.

All SFO members are expected to become familiar
with the SFO Constitutions and our National
statutes. Frequently one or the other has answers
to problems that may arise. Service to the
fraternity is helped by knowing these basic
Franciscan documents.

IN ADDITION!

To be a Secular Franciscan in the spirit of the Rule
of 1978 requires us to delete some of the things
we followed and practiced before 1978. We are
human and tend to stick with what we know. New
directions, fresh ideas, different practices are not
easily embraced. All of us need to recognize the
personal ideas, practices and perceptions that fit
the Rule of 1978 and those that do not.

Each of us has a personal responsibility to change
whatever hinders living the 1978 Rule. We don't
keep things because we always did it this way!
‘We delete hindrances in order to create room for
what the Holy Spirit gives us in the Rule of 1978.
It doesn't take a genius to know that change is not
something sudden and wonderful. It takes time,
work, prayer, study, experience, dialogue and a
good dose of humility to embrace the newness
being given us by the Holy Spirit.

I rejoice that you continue to enrich your ways of
Franciscan living. I rely on your prayerfulness and
offer you mine in return. Together we are called
to bring a Franciscan flavor to the Church and the
world. To do so we help one another to
understand what we have professed and find
practical ways to show it. Ouwr integrity and
faithfulness are God-given. We are never alone
but challenged by the Spirit to deeper faithfulness.

With this in mind we pray for you always, that our
God may count you worthy of your calling, and
that his power may bring to fulfillment every good
purpose and every act inspired by faith, so that
the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according fo the grace of

our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

WEe Are called 1o br wirnesses, nov lawyers or judges.







